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promising that he would afterwards .redress any grievances
privately, a promise which was not kept.1
The accounts of episcopal visitations of monasteries are
a further commentary on the inefficacy of chapter visita-
tions.2 Heads of religious houses, for instance, were deposed
at Worcester by M. William of Blois in I22O;3 at Eynsham
by Hugh of Wells in I22?;4 at St. Augustine's, Bristol,
by M, William of Blois in I234;5 at Leicester, Owston,
Thornton, Nutley, Bourne, Dorchester, Messenden, St.
Frideswide's, Cold Norton, Bradwell, and La Lande by
Grosseteste in I236;6 at Canterbury by M. Edmund of
Abingdon in I238;7 at Gloucester by M. Walter Canti-
lupe in I242;8 at Bardney in I243,9 an^ at Godstow by
Grosseteste in 1248 ;10 the prior of Caudwell11 and the
abbot of Peterborough12 both resigned in 1249 f°r ^ear
of visitations by Grosseteste, as did the prior of Carlisle
in 1258, not daring to face the wrath of his bishop;I3 in
1261 Boniface deprived the prior of Winchester;14 in 1269
the abbot of Tavistock was deposed by Bishop Brones-
combe;15 in 1272 the prior of Caudwell again was forced
by M. Richard Gravesend to resign on account of ill
health;l6 and at some time during his pontificate M.
GodjBrey Ludham, Archbishop of York, deposed the prior
of Newburgh17. This list is probably by no means
exhaustive.
The bishops, indeed, showed considerable vigour in
carrying out their part of the twelfth decree of the Council
which ordered them to endeavour to improve the monas-
teries in their dioceses. The registers and annals are full
of references to, and accounts of, visitations, and the energy
of the bishop was often strongly resented and led to
frequent and sometimes violent disputes. Instances of
1 Chron. Maj. v. 258-9.	2 See Cheney, Episcopal Visitations (1931).
3	Ann. Mon. (Worcester) iv. 411, 415, 416-17.
4	Ann. Mon. (Tewkesbury) i. 70, and (Dunstaple) iii. 109.
5	Ibid. (Tewkesbury) i. 93.	6 Ibid. (Dtmstable) iii. 143.
7 Chron. Maj. iii. 492.                              8 Ann. Mon. (Worcester) iv. 433.
9 Chron. Maj. iv* 247.                             I0 Rot. Rob. Grosseteste^ p. 504.
11 Ann. Mon. (Dunstable) iii. 178,	u Chron. Maj. v. 84.   ,
13 Col. Papal Letters, i. 361.	I4 Ann. Mon. (Worcester) iv. 447-
15 Reg. Walter Bronescombe, p. 268.	l6 Rot. Rtc, Grawesend, p. 196,
17 Reg. Walter Giffard, Archbishop of Tort, p. aiX

